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Chapter DCF 50
FACILITATING THE ADOPTION OF CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS

Subchapter| — General Provisions DCF 50.045 Requestoamend the adoption assistance agreement following adop
DCF 50.01 Introduction. tion.
Subchapter Il — Adoption Assistance DCF50.05 Amount of adoption assistance.
DCF 50.02  Adoption with adoption assistance. DCF 50.06  Responsibilities under the program.
DCF 50.03 Eligibility for adoption assistance. DCF 50.065 Appeal process.
DCF 50.04  Application for adoption assistance. . .
DCF 50.042 Supplementalpayments under adoption assistance agreemengdlbchapter Il — Adoption Information Exchange
enterednto before July 1, 2a1 DCF 50.07 Adoption information exchange.
DCF 50.044 Requesto amend the adoption assistance agreement for a childREF 50.08  Adoption information exchange responsibilities.
high risk of developing special needs. DCF 50.09 Adoption agency responsibilities.

Note: Secr:ions PW-CY 40.30 to 40.35 were repealéattie Jai?uary 31,1984 (e) “Adoption assistance for medical care” means the program
Wasrenambered chapter HFS Bder 5. 15,05 (2m) (b) .. Sta. and corectioninderTitle XIX of the Social Security Act as codified 42 USC
madeunder s13.93 (2m) (b) 6. and 7., StaRegister May, 1999, No. 521Chapter 1396 55.49.43t049.497 Stats., and ch®HS 101to 108

HFS50 was renumbered to chapter DCF 50 under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 1.,F&gister « inn i i [y ”
November2008 No. 635 (f) “Adoption information exchange” or “exchange” means
departmenprogram created to facilitate tlagloption of special

Subchapter| — General Provisions needschildren by disseminating information abdiu children to
adoptionagencies and prospective adoptive families.
DCF 50.01 Introduction. (1) STATEMENT OFINTENT. The (g) “Adoption photolisting” means a publication that lists indi

intentof this chapter is to facilitatine placement of all children vidual special needs children and includes photographs and
in Wisconsin who are legally available for adoption by providir_lgescriptionS)f them.

adoptlon aSS|Stance. tO' families a.dop.tlng chlldren with speCIal (h) “Adoptive fam"y" means a husband and wife Jo|n’[|y or an
needsand by establishingn adoption information exchange toynmarriedadult.

helpfind adoptive homes for these children. (i) “Child” means a person under 18 years of age.

(2) PurPoseoF RULES. This chapter establishesteria to be RO S o - .
usedby the departmerit determining when adoption assistance, (i) “Child at high risk” means a child in the guardianship of an
adoptionagency who doesot have a known special need under

asauthorized by #48.975 Stats., may bprovided, specifies limi ; P
tationson the granting of adoption assistance, sets procedures¥¢tCF °0-03 (1) (b) 12., 3. or4. butwho is at high risk of devel

applying for adoption assistance and for amending the adoptig ing a moderate antensivelevel of special needs undeXCF
assistanceagreement and establishes an adoption informati 03(1) (b) 3_’-b359d on one or more_of the fol_lowmg. _
exchangeas required by s18.55 Stats., to be operated by the 1. There is documented information that either or both birth
departmentirectly or through a contract with an individual or pri parentshave amedical diagnosis or medical history which could
vateagency to assist in finding the best adoptive hcamagiable resultin a condition for the child described irxCF 50.03 (1) (b)

for the placement of children with special needs. 3. at a later time.

(3) AppLicaBILITY. This chapter applies to the department, 2. The child has experienced 4 or more placemeiiis
adoptionagencies, any individual or private agency under coaxtendedfamily or foster homes that couldfa€t the normal
tract to the department to operate the adoption informaticattachmenprocess.
exchange,adoptive parents, prospectiegloptive parents and 3. The child experienced neglect in the first 3 yexdie or
specialneeds children. sustainedphysical injury or physical disease that could have a

(4) DeriNiTIoNs. In this chapter: long—-termeffect on physical, emotional or intellectual develop

(a) “Administrative review” means a review of the plan of serment.
vicesfor a child conducted by a panel of persons selected by the 4, There is documented evidence imadical or hospital
adoptionagencyat least one of whom is not responsible for thescord,law enforcement record, social or human service depart
casemanagement or for the supervision or delivery of sentwesment recordcourt record, or a record of an agency under a con
either the child who is subjett the review or the chile’parents. tractwith a county department or the department to provide child

(b) “Adoption” means a methogrovided by law to establish welfareservices that the birth mother used harmful drugs or alco
thelegal relationship of parent actild between persons who arehol during pregnancy which could later result in the child develop
notso related by birth, with the same mutual rights and obligatioingy special needs as described iDEF 50.03 (1) (b) 3.
thatexist between the child and the clsidhirth parents. 5. There is documented evidence imadical or hospital

(c) “Adoption agency” ofagency” means a 1&tonsin county recordthat the birth mother received inappropriate prenatal care
departmentuthorized under €8.57 (1) (e)or (hm), Stats., to which could later result in thehild developing special needs as
placechildren for a(_joption, thdepartment, a licensed child wel describedn s.DCF 50.03 (1) (b) 3.
fare agency authorized under €8.60and48.61 (5) Stats., 0 (1) “pepartment” means the i¢onsin department of chil
acceptguardianship and to place childrender its guardianship y.onand families
for adoption or an American Indian tribal agency in this state. L) “Division” ) the d " divisi f safety and

(d) “Adoption assistance” means assistance provided un?)%rr(m)aner']\gz'on means the departmestivision of sately an
agreemenby the department tihe parents of an adopted child o . o ) ) .
the prospective adoptive parents of a chpldced for adoption, (M) “Guardian” has the meaning given imM8.02 (8) Stats.
whenthe family has signed anitie department has approved an (n) “Legal risk” means a status of a child in which the sever
agreementhat is designed to assist in the cost of care afttid  anceof the legalights of the childs birth parents through a ter
afteradoption or after the child has been placed for adoption. minationof parental rights proceeding under the laws ofthee
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or tribal court have not been completed ordbart’s decision is (b) Special needs. The child shall have at least one of the fol
beinglegally contested. lowing special needs at the time of the adoptive placement:
(o) “Legally free” means the status of a child whenldgal 1. The child is 10 years of age or oldeagfe is the only factor
rights of the childs birth parents have been severed through deathdetermining eligibility;
of a parent om termination of parental rights proceeding aceord 2. The child is a member of a sibling group of 3 or nutrié
ing to the laws of the state or the tribal court, and the court hg@nthat must be placed together;
transferredguardianship and custody of the child to a placement 3 5 EForan adoption assistance agreement enterdsbiote
agency pending adoptive placement. . July 1, 2011, the child exhibits special need characteristics judged
(P) “Medical adoption assistance card” means a card issuedf®hbe moderate or intensive under guhedule of dffculty—of-
the purpose of identifying a person as a recipient of adopti@arelevels specified in 9CF 50.042 (3)
assistancéor medical care. b. For an adoption assistance agreement entetean or
(a) “Monthly adoption assistance payment” meansoathly  afterJJuly 1, 201, the child has a total of 5 or more needs that have
paymentamount describeth an adoption assistance agreemerjeenidentified as moderate or intensive in the areas listed in s.
to help with the expense of raising the child made by the depaniCr 56.23 (2) (a) 1. doe. in the rate schedule undefXCF 56.23
mentto the parents or prospective parents of an adopted child with (a),
specialneeds and also means the $0 payment to the adoptive par 4~ The childbelongs to a minority race and children of that
entsor prospective adoptive parents receiving adoption assistagg® ority race cannot be readipfaced due to a lack of appropriate
in the form of medical assistance and to the adoptive parent%%{cememesources; or

prospeictlvq)arer_lts ,,Of a child at r_ug_h “Sk'. . 5. Thechild is a child at high risk of developing a moderate
_ (1) “Registration” means the listing of information about-sp& intensive level of special needs under sabd.

cial needs children or the lsting of nformation about approved ¢y's iyt for adoption. A chid shall be considered aveil
proipectlveaﬂoptlve faml|erIS withthe adoption |nform_at|ofn nq1b|efor adoption if the child is in the guardianship of the depart
g?xc angdor the purpose of locating a prospective adoptive farfi ~ -/ acounty department under48.57 (1) (hm) Stats.. or an
ily. ! : .

B . - . adoptionagency and the department, county department, or adop
_(s) “Specialneeds child” means a legally free child for whongion ‘agency decides that the child canaoshould not return to
it is difficult to find an adoptive home and who meets the eligibithe home of his or her parents. If the child is an American Indian,
ity criteria for adoption assistance undeD&F 50.03 adoptionprocedures shall ia accordance witB5 USC 19010

(t) “Substantial change in circumstances” means that a doggg3

mentedchange related to the risk that qualified the child as a child (d) Wisconsin responsibility. A child brought to Wéconsin for
of high risk under pa(j) has occurred to the child in one or more,y,stionfrom another state under the interstate compact on the
areasof special needs, including physical, behavioraboio  5jacementof children, ss.48.988and48.989 Stats., except as
tional special needs, that would result in a changestpplemen  mandatedby federal statuteand regulations, or from another

tal payment determined under one of the following: nationunder an orphan, relative or medical immigrant visa may
1. For an adoption assistance agreement entered into befisehe provided adoption assistance from this state.
July 1, 201, the rate schedule undeiDXCF 50.042 Note: Federal lawinterpretations as provided in ACYF-CBAFO1-0land

2. For an adoption assistance agreement entatedn or ACYF-CB-IM-01-08equirethat in an interstate adoption, when the sending state

) public child welfareagency does not have responsibility for placement and care of
afterJ_Uly 1, 201, the rate schedulender sDCF 56.23 (2) (abf _achild, the public child welfaragency in the adoptive parents’ state of residence is
the child has a total of 5 or more needs that have been identifiesbonsibldor determining whether the child meets the definition of special needs,

asmoderate or intensive the areas listed in BCF 56.23 (2) (a) enteringinto the adoption assistance agreement, and paying the subsidy for a child
1 atoe ’ ' who meets eligibility requirements for federally funded adoption assistance.

) - , . 2) REASONABLE PLACEMENT EFFORTS TO ASSURE ADOPTION
(u) “Sustainingcare” means the placement of a child under
48.498 Stat «© P BLACEMENT. (a) Reasonable fefts shall be made to assure a
A28 Stats. _ . timely placement of the child with the best available family with
History: Cr. Register January1984, No. 337ef. 2-1-84; r and recrRegister, ut adoption assistance. The agency shall madkasfo consider
July, 1985, No 355 efl. 8-1-85; am. (1) and (2), renum. (d) to (s) to be (e) to (s) arfd p IStance. gency ] €
(d), and am. ((21)) ((d)), (n(),)(o) agjnd (rscajeglstei*rs %%c&mg%l)glss,sgo. _396e1|§ 1—1—39; anumber of families in order to locate the most suitable faimily
correctionin n) to P) made under s. . m o egjsterDecember i i i 1 ili i
1988,No. 396 am. (4) (d), r(4) (n) to (g), cr(4) (dr), (n) and (o), renum. (4) (r) to \tlci?hcmléj;n::lucjl?l% iorre];/ilgga?ifo?]” ?\?epr:ogse ?efalm'lélg I assg%lated
(1) to be (4) (p) to ()Registey September1992, No. 441ef. 10-1-92; emey. am. gencyand cc given, q MBSS )
(2), r. and recr(4), ef. 11-16-99; am. (2), !and recr(4), Registey July, 2000, No. ~ Stats. to the availability of an adoptive placement with a relative

535, eff. 8-1-00;correction in (4) (t) made under s. 13.93 (2m) (b) 7., SRegjister i i A’
November2002 No. 563CR 02-101am. (4) (g),.rand recr(4) (j), Register Novem of the child, and thosefefts shall be documented in the clsld

ber2002 No. 563eff. 12-1-02; corrections in (4) (e), (j) (intro.), 1., 4., 5., (k), (L),reCC_)rd- If 2 or more appropriate families anet appr_oved and
(s), () made under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 6. and 7., Statjster November 2008 No. 635 gvailablewithin the agencythe agency shall make a timelyoet
CR10-148am. (4) (), cr (4) () 1., 2Register August 201 No. 668eff. 9-1-1. 14 |5cate additional families by doing any of the following:

Subchapter Il — Adoption Assistance 1. Contacting other adoption agencies.
2. Photolisting the child with the adoption information
DCF 50.02 Adoption with adoption ~ assistance. Seec exchange.
tions DCF 50.03to 50.06 specify procedures and criteria to be 3. Working throughthe adoption information exchange to
usedin granting adoption assistance and apply to the departmetiotolistthe child with a national adoption exchange.
adoptionagencies and adoptive parents, except that the adoptiorfh) Once the agency has determined that placement with a spe
of American Indian children is subject26 USC 190101963  cific family would be the most suitabfer the child, the agency

History: Cr. RegisteyJuly 1985, No. 355eff. 8-1-85; amRegistey December H H i
1988,No. 396 ef. 1-1-89; correction made under18.92 (4) (b) 1.Stats.Register shall make a full disclosure to tﬁamlly of the childs back

November2008 No. 635 ground,to the extent known, as well as any existing or potential
problemrelated to the child known to the adoption unitthod
DCF 50.03 Eligibility for adoption assistance. In agency.

orderfor a child to be adopted with adoption assistance the child(c) If the child has a special need under $ip(b)and if the
mustbe available foadoption and the following circumstancesircumstancesf either this subsection or suf8) exist, the

shallexist: agencyshall inform the family of thadoption assistance program
(1) EucBILITY CRITERIA FORTHE CHILD. (a) Age. The child andask the proposed adoptive parents whether they are willing to
shallbe under 18 years of age at the time of adoption. adoptwithout adoption assistance. If the familynist willing to
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adopt without adoption assistance, the requirement that a reasoantin effect at the time of adoption is considered the original
able,but unsuccessful, fefrt to place the child withowdoption agreement.
assistancés met. A request fordoption assistance shall not be (5) payment AuTHORIZATION. The adoption worker shall

abasis for removing a child from a current adoptive placemerfompletethe payment authorization form and send a copy to the
(3) ExcepTions. () Subsectio?) shall be waived if the child division prior to the initiation of adoption assistance benefits.

has developed significant emotional ties with the foster family andNote: Copies of the application form and the chiltti family summary form may

it can be demonstrated that the child: be obtained by writing: Department of Children and Famillgsion of Safety and

- . .. PermanenceRO. Box 8916, Madison, WI 53708-8916.
1. Identifies himself or herself as a member of the family; History: Cr. Registey January1984, No. 337eff. 2-1-84; renum. from HSS

i 'm 50.03,Register July, 1985, No. 355eff. 8-1-85; correction in (1) made under s.
it 2. (IjS rer?ar(ljed Eylthe fOStter t%artefms’-lfo,SteraSIbl mu 13.93(2m) (b) 7., StatsRegister July, 1985, No. 355am. (1) (3), (4) and (6Regis-
nity and school as belonging 1o that ramily; an ter, Decemberl988, No. 396ef. 1-1-89; am. (2) (b), (3) 5), Registey September
3. Has, because of his or her attachment to the foster fa %’1';‘0' ‘342,46)«‘%0]11—1%25 ééﬁ)vRe%'lS)tef Jdli'y F1e994'{\|034?3 %0%_1,\]9452??'
- .(1) an , -16-99; am. (1) an#4), Register July, , No. 535eff.
anC,IOt.h.er factors suc@s age and rlumber of previous pla}ceme_n >:1-00;corrections in (1) made under s. 13.92(8))7., Stats.Register November
a diminished probability of forming new attachments if deniegoosNo. 635

permanenceavith this family

(b) Subsectiorf2) shall be waivedf a child is in an adoptive =~ DCF 50.042 Supplemental payments under adop-
placementwithout adoption assistance and, prior to making théon assistance agreements entered into before July 1,
adoptionfinal, problems specified under sih) (b) 3.or s.DCF 2011. (1) CoveRAGE. This section applies to supplemental-pay
50.05(4) arise and the family requests adoption assistance. mentsprovided under adoption assistance agreements entered

History: Cr. Registey January1984, No. 337eff. 2-1-84; renum. from HSS into before Ju|y 1, 201

50.02and am. (1) (c) and (2),(B), RegisterJuly 1985, No. 355ef. 8-1-85;renum.

(4) to be (3) under s. 13.93 (2m) (b) 1., Stats., correction in (3) (b) made under s. 13.942) SUPPLEMENTAL PAYMENTS. (&) The department may make
(2m) (b) 7., Stats.Register July1985, No. 355am. (intro.), (1) (a), (2) (intro.) and lement ments to th r tiv tivi rents of

(c) and (3) (b), cr(1) (d),Register December1988, No. 396ef. 1-1-89; rand recr Suﬁﬁg . € apay et ts k()) de tp os_pe% bG&#]Opd € p,? € tS(f) th
(2), Register September1992, No. 441ef. 10-1-92;correction in (1) (b) 3. and (3) & CNIID IN anamount to beé aetermined by the department It the
(b), made under s. 13.93 (2m) (b) 7., St&egister July 1994, No. 463emeg. am. = child requires more than the usual amount of care and supervision

(1) (b) 3. and 4., c(1) (b) 5., rand recr(2), ef. 11-16-99; am. (1) (b) 3. and 4., cr i : ¢ 7
(1) (b) 5. and-, recr (2), Register July, 2000, No. 535eff. 8—1-00;correction in (1) for the childs age because of specnal emotional, behavioral, or

(b) 3. made under s. 13.93 (2m) (b) 7., St&tsgister November 2002 No. 563R physicaland personal needs.
02-101 am. (intro.), (1) (¢) and (d), (2) (a) 2., 3., and Ragister November 2002 () |f 3 child does not exhibit characteristics commensurate

No. 563 eff. 12-1-02; corrections in (1) (b) 3. and (3) (b) made under s. 13.92 w : . ; f
(b) 7., Stats Register November 2008 No. §35R 10-148 am. (1) (a) 3., cr (1) ith a moderate or intensive level of emotional, behavioral, or

(a) 3. b.Register August 201 No. 668 eff. 9-1-1.. physicaland personal speciakeds categories described in sub.
o ) ) (3), no supplemental payment may be made. If the ehihdbits
DCF 50.04 Application for adoption assistance. characteristicccommensurate witin a moderate or intensive

(1) TiminG. Except in extenuating circumstan@essprovided in  level of one or more of the emotional, behavioral, or physical and
s.DCF 50.065 (2)an initial application for adoption assistancgersonalspecial need categories under s@). a supplemental
shallbe completed and approved no later than the time the adpgymentin an amounto be determined by the department shall
tive placement of the child occurs in. The prospective adoptige paid.

parentsmay filean application for adoption assistance under the () The placing agency shall documenttie childs case

circumstancesioted in SDCF 50.03 (3) (bpr in sub.(4) and o qrdthe characteristics of any selected level of care.
adoptiveparents mayequest an amendment to an existing agree

mentunder the circumstances noted iIDEF 50.044or 50.045 L (“:Ig_)evscelFEDrLlJcI)_tEaOSSIlizggﬁagrgaﬁg;g:%%iﬁL:krfiall))itEul nDutis(l)Jr:?]émo
(2) AppLicaTiON FORM. Application shalbe made on a form SR - . .
provided by the department. tional characteristics for foster children in their age group.

oo : 2. “Level B, minimal” children exhibit behavior that includes
(a) Part | of the application shall be completed and signed . . X
the parent or parents and the adoption warker 8¥corresponds in extent or degree with at least 2 of the following

o cQaracteristics:
(b) Part Il of the application shall be completed and approve D di . ion f h
or disapproved by a representative of the department designated® D€Manding excessive attention from others.
for this purpose and a copy shall be given to the parent or parentsb. Nervous, high-strung, impulsive and displaying temper
andcopies shall be kept in the parent and child file. tantrums.

(3) CHILD AND FAMILY SUMMARY. Information documenting c. Restless and hyperactive, havanghort attention span and
the need for adoption assistance shall be recorded on the child @eeasionallywetting during the night.

family summaryform and submitted with the completed applica  d. Exhibiting low self-esteerand lacking confidence in their
tion form for approval or disapproval by a representative of theility to deal with the world.

departmentlesignated for this purpose. _ _ e. Periodically withdrawn and unresponsive.
(4) ADOPTION ASSISTANCEAGREEMENT. The adoptiorassist 3. “Level C, moderate” children exhibit behavior that

anceagreement shall be completed and signed by the prospeciiygjesor corresponds in extent or degree veittieast 2 of the
adoptiveparent or parents, the adoption worker and a represen owing characteristics:

tive of the department designated for this purpose. If at any time . o . L
prior to the adoption the prospective adoptive parent or parents & Habitually resistive and having fiitiity communicating
believethere has been a substantial change in circumstances HB others, often failing to do what is expected of them.
prospectiveadoptive parent or parentgy file an application for b. Typically respond to situations with apatkfiowing a lack
an amended agreement. The agemsybject todepartment of any interest.

review, shall assess the current special neédse child and, as  ¢. Have dificulty in establishing relationships and setahp
appropriatethe department shallfef to amend thegreement. ersfor rejection.

The amended agreemestall be agreed to and signed by the pro ; : .
spectiveadoptive parent or parenthie adoption worker and a d. Display cgltural and social confllcts?. .
representativeof the department designated for this purpose, €- Frequennight bed-wetters or occasionally defecate in bed
Copiesof the signed agreement shall be given to the adoptive p@fthesor both.

entor parents and placed in the childdoption record. For pur f. Display over—activity and over—excitedness, necessitating
posesof amending an agreement followiagoption, the agree closesupervision.
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4. “Level D, intensive” children exhibit behavior thatoffensethat is asserious as bgtary, and have committed acts
includesor corresponds extent or degree with one or more okuchas arson, physical assault or armed robbery

thefollowing characteristics, and the characteristics are severe: ¢ Exhipit aggressive behavior on a daily basis, such as biting,

a. Infantile personalities. scratchingor throwing objects at another person.
~b. Wet or defecate in clothing during daytime hours several g, Exhibit frequent self-abusive behavior such as banging
timesa week. their heads, poking their eygdcking themselves or biting them

c. Severe hyperactivity to the point of frequent destructiveelves. These children may eat inappropriate items such as rubber
nessor sleeplessness. or metal.

d. Chronically withdrawn, depressed or anxious. (c) Physical and personal care. 1. “Level A, not applicable”

e. Self-injurious, require constant and intensive supervisi@hildrendo not exhibit unusual physical or personal charaeteris
and may be involved in behavioral management programs tics for foster children in their age group.
showbizarre or severely disturbed behavior 2. “Level B, minimal” children exhibit physical or personal
f. Display anorexia nervosa. characteristicshat include or correspond in extemtdegree with
(b) Behavioral. 1. “Level A, not applicable” children do not oneor more of the following:
exhibit unusual behavioratharacteristics for foster children in  a. Needs soméelp with putting on braces or prosthetic
their age group. devicesand help with buttons or laces but basically care forthem
2. “Level B, minimal” children exhibit behavior that includesselvesand are able to maintain their own physical assisting
or corresponds in extent or degree with at least 2 of the followidgvices.
characteristics: b. Seizures or motor dysfunctions that are controlled by-medi
a. Run away infrequently for up to 2 days with the intentiogation. Therapy forgross or fine motor skills can be done with
of returning. supervisiorfor children to achieve normal conditions. These chil
b. Occasionally skip classes or an entire day of schdettaf drenmay require special diet preparation.
ing class achievement and requiring makesahool work and 3. “Level C, moderate” children exhibit physical or personal
parentcontact with the school. characteristicshat include or correspond in extemtdegree with
c. Use sexual acting-out or language as an attention—gettiige or more of the following:
mechanismand occasionally experiment with alcohol, dregs a. Needs help with dressing, bathing and general toilet needs,
both. including maintenance procedures such as diaperingpplying

_d. Infrequent conflicts with parents or community authoritiegathetersand requires the help of a person or a device to walk or
including displays of hostility and occasional petty theft, vandalet around.

Ismor bOth'. . . . . . b. Needs assistance to care for and maintain physical assisting
e. Exhibit occasional aggressive behavéurch as biting, yeyices.

scratchingor throwing objects at another person. . L
© g obl P c. Has feeding problemsuch as excessive intake, extreme

3. “Level C, moderate” children exhibit behavior tha : : . o
includesor corresponds in extent or degree vétheast 2 of the boetﬁsmessr extremely slow eating requiring help, supervision or

following characteristics: )
a. Run away 4 to 7 times a year for 3 or 4 days tiihe and d. Need.s tube or. gavage feeding. ) B
requiresencouragement to return. e. Requires special care to prevent or remedy skin conditions

b. Truant from school one to 2 times a month for more thaSrH‘NCTaST?]eCLéb'_“_in? se\:ered_ect;ema.d fon of soecial et
oy ; ; ; ote: The administration of medications and preparation of special aiets
oneday reSU|t|ng.|n d_e_layed academic progress_lncludlng perfOJemanding,and prescribed physical therapies such as those for vision, hearing,
mancebelow their ability that may lead ma$5 failure, possible speector gross or fine motor skills require one to 2 hours a day
suspension and frequent parent contact with the school. 4. “Level D, intensive” children exhibit physical or personal

c. Exhibit sexual activity harmful to themselves and disrugharacteristicshat include or correspond in extemtdegree with

tive to their family and community relationships. oneor more of the following:
d. Occasionally have been involved in non-violerimes a. Non-ambulatorymay haveuncontrollable seizures and
suchas buglary, which caused conflict with authority needappliances for drainage, colostgragpiration or suctioning.

et' h.EXhik;i; fre_quenkt)_ agtgretssivethbehavior such as biting, 1, Even with proper medical attention, vision, speech of hear
scrate |ngF)r. rowmg objects a apo er pe.rson. . ing functions are impaired and may require foster parent training.
f. Exhibit occasionaself-abusive behavior such as banging c. Need dailyprescribed exercise routines to improve or

tst:ael\llrer;eads, poking their eyddcking themselves or biting them maintaingross or fine motor skills that require hoadministra
’ n.

. . . - . tio
4. “Level D, intensive” children exhibit behavior that d. Requi " d h as dailv irriqat
includesor correspondi extent or degree with one or more of ¢ "€qUIre prevention procedures such as daily irngation.
the following characteristics, and the characteristics are severe: €. Require extra cleaning and laundxy maintain body
a. Runs away 8 or more times a year for 5 or more days di¥ieneand gontrol of the child’body waste.
time, returning only on the initiative of others. f. Orthotics care.
b. Habitually create a disturbance in the classroom or be g. Prescribed physical therapies taking 2 to 3 hours.a day
habitually truantfrom school resulting in class failure, frequent 4y ExceprionaL PaYMENT. An exceptional payment in an
suspensioror expulsion, and requiring frequent parent contaginountto be determined by the placing agepeysuant to the

with the school. o _ _ department'siniform foster care rate policy may tmade in addi

c. Exhibit sexual deviangyncluding that of a violent nature tion to the age-related rates and special needs payment when the
or nonconsenting involvement of others. additionalpayment will accomplish any of the following:

d. Habitually use alcohol, drugs or both. (a) Enable the child to be placed in a foster home or treatment

e. Exhibit uncontrollablébehavior be involved in property fosterhome instead of being placed or remaining in a more restric
offensesrepeatedly with adjudication on more than one propertive setting.
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(b) Replace a child’ basic wardrobe that has been lost drasa moderate or an intensive level of need in one or more eatego
destroyedhrough other than normal wear and tear ries of the supplemental payment schedule, and there has not been

History: CR 10-148(3), (4) renum. from DCF 56.1 (3), (4), cr (title), (1), (2)  a substantiated report abuse or neglect of the child by the adop
RegisterAugust 201 No. 668 eff. 9-1-1. tive or proposed adoptive parentsfeofto adjust the amouraif

DCF 50.044 Request to amend the adoption ~ assist - adoptionassistance for maintenance fortapne year based upon
ance agreement for a child at high risk of developing the rate schedule in fefct at the time the request fadoption
special needs. (1) REQUESTFORREVIEW. At least 12 months assistancamendment fqrm is received in t_he department. _
after the date of adoption, the adoptive parents who signed an 2. Payment under this paragraph shall include a basic mainte
adoptionassistancagreement for a child at high risk may requegtancepayment established under8.62(4), Stats., and any sup
thatthe agreement be amended becahisg now believe a sub plementalpayment determined under one of the following:
stantial change in circumstances hascurred. If the request a. For amdoptionassistance agreement entered into before
resultsin an amended agreement, any subseqegpiest for an July 1, 201, the rate schedule undeDsCF 50.042 (2and(3).
amendedagreement shalie made under 1CF 50.045 |If the b. For an adoption assistance agreement entetedn or
requestdoes not result imn amended agreement, the adoptivefterJJuly 1, 201, the rate schedulsnder SDCF 56.23 (2) (aif
parentamay request that the agreement be amended no earlier #hthild has a total of 5 or more needs that have been identified
12 months after the date of the receipt of the last request by tgmoderate or intensive the areas listed in BCF 56.23 (2) (a)

department. 1l.a.toe.
(2) FamiLy rResponsiBILITY. To request that an agreement be 3. No exceptional paymennder SDCF 50.042 (4pr56.23
amendedthe adoptive family shall do all of the following: (3) may be established.

(a) Complete and return the request for adoptissistance  (d) If the adoptiveor proposed adoptive parent agrees with the
amendmentorm available from the department to recordféi|  proposedamount of adoption assistance maintengreament,
ily’s observations of the chilel'physical, behavioral and emo offer to amend the original agreement in writing for up to one year
tional needs. to specify the new monthly adoption assistance maintenzmee

(b) Provide documentation by appropriate professionals of thgentamount.
child’s current special needs to the department at the time of filing(e) Review under DCF 50.045 (3) (edhe circumstances of
therequest for adoption assistararaendment form to verify any a child with a previously amended adoption assistance agreement
substantiathange in circumstances. That documentation may bederthis section by contacting the adoptive parent or parents
a statement by the professional indicating that he oiceheurs prior tothe expiration of the amended agreement. The department
with the nature and level of special needs identified on the requstsill notify the adoptive parents, in writing, at least 120 days
for adoption assistance form. The report or statement of an-apreforethe expiration of the amended adoption assistance-agree
priate professional shall be datedthin 6 months prior to the date ment and provide the adoptive parents the expiration date, a

of the request for an adoption assistance amendment. requestor an adoption assistance amendment form and iRstruc
(c) If requested by the departmemtpvide additional informa  tions for completing the form.
tion about the child current functioning. History: Emeg. cr, ef. 11-16-99; crRegistey July, 2000, No. 535eff. 8-1-00;

. iondn (3 de under s. 13.93 (2m) (b) 7., StRisgister N ber 2002
(d) If requested by the department, have the child eva|uated%‘éé??iﬂé&ié‘?;?ﬁ (i)t,”(]s)e Eas) (© an& ?e])) (m)aume?smfggrz (2)v ?Q; 7‘ir8tats.,

a specialist of the departmesitthoice and at the department’ RegisteNovember 2008 No. 63&R 10-148r. and recr. (3) (c)Register August
P ; ; ; 20I1No. 668 eff. 9-1-1.
expenseto provide information necessary in making the dete

mination. DCF 50.045 Request to amend the adoption assist -

(e) Sign and return an amended agreemefered bythe ance agreement following adoption. (1) REQUEST FOR
departmento authorizea payment amount other than the amoumteview. Twelve months or more following adoption of a child
in the original agreement. with special needs under3CF 50.03 (1) (b) 12.,3. or4., at least

20’3‘?61 Abcopgtqf tf:jefReqtléestD for f‘tg]o%tti%n C\v?ifiistatﬂ?% Armend;n;‘;tmfgmeﬂﬁgzﬂ months since the receipt of a previous request under this sec
Out—brp—al-);oniéla?éﬁ%ivirggn oef ng%atly ar?d Pgrmanegnccg)PléggléglGMadison by the department, at least 12 r_no,nths following an amended
WI 53708-8916, or by visiting the forms section of the department website @greementinder sDCF 50.044 or within 120 days prior to the
http:/dcf.wisconsin.gav expirationof an amended agreement, adoptive parents with-a cur
(3) DEPARTMENT RESPONSIBILITY. If a request to amend anrentadoption assistance agreement and with a maintepayce
agreements received, the department shall do all of the followmentin the amount of $0 or greater may file a request with the
ing: departmenfor amendment ahe agreement because they believe
(a) From a review of the information submitted by the family substantial change in circumstances has occurred since the
undersub.(2), determine whethex substantial change in circum agreementvas signed. If an amendment is ifeef as a result of
stances exists to meet the eligibility requirementsDEF 50.03 approval of an adoption assistance amendment request, the
(1) (b) 3. If additionalinformation is needed to make the deteramendmentvill be in efect until the expiration date specified.
mination,the department shall notify the family of theed for the The purpose of the amended agreement would be to change the
informationand request that the informatiba submitted within amountof the monthly adoption assistance maintenance payment.
90 days from the date of the letter requesting the information afyd adoption assistance agreement may be amended more than
thatfailure toprovide the requested information within 90 day§nceunder the provisions of this section.
may result in the requedieing denied by the department. The (2) FamiLy REsPONSIBILITY. To request that an agreement be
departmentmay obtain technical assistance from a specialist amendedthe adoptive family shall do all of the following:
may require the family to have the child evaluabgda specialist  (a) Complete and return the request for adopéiesistance
of the departmerg’choice and at the departmswtkpense to pro  amendmentorm available from the department to recordfme-
vide information necessary in making the determination. ily's observations of the chils'physical, behavioral and emo
(b) Contact the appropriate human service agency or agendiesal needs.
in the jurisdictionwhere the adoptive parents have resided since (b) Provide documentation by appropriate professionals of the
the placement ofhe child to request information concerning anyhild’s current special needs to the department at the time of filing
substantiatedeport of abuse or neglecttfe child by the adep  therequest for adoption assistarezeendment form to verify any
tive or proposed adoptive parents. substantiathange in circumstances. That documentation may be
(c) 1. If havingdetermined that there has been a substantabtatement by the professional indicating that he ocsheurs
changein circumstances documented that establish that a chilith the nature and level of special needs identified on the request
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for adoption assistance form. The report or statement of an-appro(e) Review an amendeatioption assistance agreement, as fol
priate professional shall be datedthin 6 months prior to the date lows:

of the request for an adoption assistance amendment. 1. Prior to the expiration of the amended agreemenéand
(c) If requested by the departmemtovide additional informa  ally thereafter fothe duration of the adoption assistance agree
tion about the child current functioning. mentthe departmerghall contact the adoptive parent or parents

(d) If requested by the department, have the child evaluatedtyequest information concerning the circumstances alttie.
a specialist of the departmesitthoice and at the department’ The department shalfotify the adoptive parents, in writing, at
expenseto provide information necessary in making the deteleast120 days before the expiration of the amended adoption
mination. assistancagreement and provide the adop{pagents the expira
(e) Sign and return an amended agreemefered bythe tion date, a request for an adoption assistance amendonant
departmento authorizea payment amount other than the amoundinstructions for completing the form.
in the original agreement. 2. The department may require the adoptive parent or parents
Note: A copy of the Request for Adoption Assistance Amendment form, CH® provide documentation of the current circumstances of the
2092,may be obtained from the Department by writing to: Bureau of Permanence ghild. The department shall review the information to determine
Out-of-HomeCare, Division of Safety and Permanence) PBox 8916 Madison : : :
WI 53708-8916, or by visiting the forms section of the department Websitevghemerthe reasons for th.e change I.n circumstances continue to
http://dcf.wisconsin.gav exist or not and shall notify the family whethdre amount of
(3) DEPARTMENT RESPONSIBILITY. If a request to amend anadoptionassistance wilbe continued, reduced, or returned to the
agreements received, the department shall do all of the fo%lovv""motur‘t'n the original agreement or previous amendgcee
ing: ment.
. . . . History: Emeng. cr eff. 11-16-99; crRegister July, 2000, No. 535eff. 8-1-00;
(a) From the information submitted by the family under suBorrectionsin (3) () made under s. 13.93 (2m) (b) 7., Stisgister November 2002
(2), determine whether a substantial change in circumstan®@ss63 corrections in (1) and (3) (c) made under s. 13.92 (4).(I9tats.Register
exists. If additional information is needed to make the determin Oé’e?bgfzfof No. 635CR 10-148r. andrecr. (3) (c)Register August 201 No.
tion, the department shall notify the family of theed for the et '
informationand request that the informatiba submitted within . .
90 days from the date of the letter requesting the information ancht:r']: 50.05 f\r?mént c;f adopt!otn aSS|stthan(f:eIi 1o deter d
that failure toprovide the requested information within 90 daqur:nﬁ e Iamoun Of adoption assistance, the oflowing procedures
may result in the requedteing denied by the department. The"&!'@PPy:
departmenmay obtain technical assistance from a specialist or (1) MONTHLY ADOPTIONASSISTANCEPAYMENT. (&) Each adoep
may require the family to have the child evaluaksda specialist tive child’s situation shall be considered individually in comput
of the departmers’choice and ahe departmers’expense so that ing the adoption assistaneich shall be based on the uniform

the department will have the information it needs to make tH@stercare rates specified s.48.62 (4) Stats., and ditulty—of-
determination. carelevels or the child identifiedspecial needs specified in one

(b) Contact the appropriate human services agency or agen8igd1e following:
in the jurisdictionwhere the adoptive parents have resided since 1. For an adoption assistance agreement entered into before
the placement ofhe child to request information concerning anyuly 1, 201, the rate schedule undeXCF 50.042 (3)
substantiatedeport of abuse or neglect e child by the adep 2. For an adoption assistance agreement entetean or
tive parents. afterJuly 1, 201, the rate schedulender sDCF 56.23 (2) (af

(c) 1. If havingdetermined that there has been a substantthe child has a total of 5 or more needs that have been identified
changein circumstances documented that establishes that a cligmoderate or intensive the areas listed in BCF 56.23 (2) (a)
hasan increase in special negdsone or more categories of thel. a.toe.
supplementalpayment schedule and theige no substantiated  (b) The amount of adoption assistance shall be the total
reportof abuse or neglect of the child by the adoptive parentaonthly adoption assistance payment as indicated on the adoption
offer to amend the amount of adoption assistance for maintenangsistancagreement or as revised by an amendriuetite adop
for up to one yearThe department may not increase the amoutibn assistance agreement signed by both the adoptive parent or
in the agreement above the amount allowed u#l&iSC 673r  parentsand the department. The initial rate for a child at high risk
any other federal law The new payment shall include the basis $0 in the original adoption assistance agreement if no special
maintenanc@ayment in the existing agreement, axgeptional needscategory under ©CF 50.03 (1) (b) 12., 3. or 4. applies
paymentin the existingagreement, and an adjusted supplementa the child. The rate may increase or decrease as described in an
paymentdetermined under one of the following: amendmento the original agreement and law

a. For amdoptionassistance agreement entered into before (c) The efective date for a rate increase for an amended-agree
July 1, 201, the rate schedule undeDCF 50.042 (2and(3).  mentshall be the first day of the month the department received

b. For an adoption assistance agreement entetedn or therequest to amend the adoption assistance agreement, except
afterJuly 1, 201, the rate schedulender sDCF 56.23 (2) (a)f thatno increase shall be made prior to 12 months from a prior rate
the child has a total of 5 or more needs that have been identifiedrease. The efective date for a rate decrease foraamended
asmoderate or intensive the areas listed in BCF 56.23 (2) (a) agreemenshall be the first day of the morfthilowing the month
l.a.toe. thatthe amended agreemexpires. The éctive date for dis

2. If the level of pointsn an established supplemental paycontinuingadoption assistance for any reason shall be the last day
mentcategory is at the highest number of points in an intensi9éthe month that eligibility for benefits ends.
level of need categoryo increase in payment may béoéd in (2) MEDICAL ADOPTION ASSISTANCE. (a) Adoption assistance
that category for medical care shall be granted to all cases witlgproved

3. No adjustment may be made to an existing exceptional pafloptionassistance agreement.
mentand noexceptional payment may be established under s. (b) Adoptive families covered by private health insurance pol
DCF 50.042 (4)or 56.23 (3) icies shall provide information to the department regarding their

(d) If the adoptive parent agrees with the proposed amountc§verage.
the payment, der to amend the agreement in writing to specify (c) The medical assistance card may be used for care of the
the new monthly adoption assistance amount. adoptivechild covered by the familg’insurance.
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(d) Medical benefits provided under title XIX of the Social (e) If the adoptee no longer resides in the home;
SecurityAct of 1935, as amended, areailable to the adoptee in  (f) If the adoptee dies;

accordancevith the procedures of the state in which the adoptee gy High school completion datster the adoptee reaches 18
resides|If an adoptee with W§consin adoptiomssistance is not yearsof age;

eligible in the state of residence, the department gralNide : ; - .
medicalassistance iaccordance with s49.43t049.497 Stats., (.h) Change |n. health insurance benefits or coyerage, )
andchs.DHS 101to 108 The department shall facilitate previ (1) f the adopting parents are no longer supporting the adoptee;
sionof eligible medical benefits through the interstate commact y ) o
adoptionand medical assistance referenced #8s9985 Stats. () If the adoptee has been placed in an institution or other alter

(3) NON-RECURRING ADOPTION EXPENSES. When a child is natecare facility at public expense. - o

. . . Note: Notice may be delivered person, by mail, or facsimile (fax) to the Division

adoptedwith an approved adoption assistance agreement, {j€aety and Permanence, Bureau of Permanence and Out-of-Home Care, 201 E.
departmentshall reimburse adoptive parents for non-recurringfashingtorAvenue, 0. Box 8916, Madison, WI 53708-8916. The toll free-tele
adoptionexpenses up to a $2000 maximum. In th|s Subsecti@h’one number is 866—-666-5532. The fax number is 608-264-6750.
“non-recurringadoption expenses” meareasonable and neees ~ (3) POST-PLACEMENT RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE DEPARTMENT.
saryadoption fees, court costs, attorney fees and other experfSier the adoption agreement has been signed and approtiegl by
which are directly relatetb the legal adoption of a child with spe departmentnd the child has been placed in the home, the depart
cial needs and which are not incurred in violation of state er fegnentshall:
erallaws. (a) Biannuallysend written notification to adoptive families of

(4) FamiLY cIRCUMSTANCES. The amount of adoption assist the post-placement responsibilities specified iIDEF 50.06 (2)
anceshall takeinto consideration the circumstances of the adof?) to (j). Notification shall include adoptive families who have
tive family and the needs of the child being adopted. In negotiatiftpvedout of state.
the amount of the monthly adoption assistance payment within the(b) Discontinue adoption assistance based on any dbkhe
limits of sub.(1), the department shall consider family circum lowing circumstances, as determined by the department:

stancessuch as the following: 1. When the adoptee reaches 18 years of age, exceplighat
(a) The burden on the familyfinancial resources is signifi bility for adoption assistance may continue to age 19 if the
cantbecause of a need to provide for the adoptee; adoptedperson is a full-time student in high school or the equiva

(b) Although the familyg financial resources are substantiaf€nt. Benefits may continue to age 21 if the adopted person is a
unusual circumstances have placed demands on the familjl=time student in high school or the equivalent, the department
incometo theextent that providing for an adoptee would result ifetermineshat the adopted person has a mental or physical-handi
asignificant financial burden; capwhich warrants the continuatiai assistance undég USC

(c) The family lacks health insurance orfaziént insurance 673, the adoptegberson is not eligible for other benefits such as

to cover the expected medical needs of the adoptee: and supplemental security income and the adopted person otherwise

- ._lacksadequate resources to continue in high school or the equiva
(d) Resources needed by the adoptee are not available in|fhg. q 9 q

family’s community and the expense of gaining access to the nec . . .
essary resources would placsignificant financial burden on the 2. Upon the marriage of the adoptee;

family. 3. When the adoptee is no longer receiving support from the
History: Cr. Register January1984, No. 337eff. 2-1-84; renum. from HSS parentS;

50.04and cr (1) (c) and (3)Register July, 1985, No. 355eff. 8-1-85; correction 4. Upon death of the adoptee;

in (1) (a) made under $3.93 (2m) (b) 7., StatRRegister July, 1985, No. 355am. . C S

(intro.) and (1), renum. (2) (intro.) to (b) and (3) to be (2) (dr}and (4) and am. 5. When there is a change in the adogtgeardian; or

(2) (a), cr (2) (d) and (3)Registey December1988, No. 396efl. 1-1-89; rand recr 6. When the parentsre no longer legally responsible for the

(2) (a), (4) (intro.) to (c)Register Septemberl992, No. 441ef. 10-1-92; am. (1) - .
(b), r. (1) (c),Register July, 1994, No. 463¢f. 8-1-94; emay. am. (1) (b), (2) () SUPPortof the adoptee except as provided in subgaor

and(3), cr (1) (), ef. 11~16-99; am. (1) (b), (2) (a) and (3), @) (c),Registey July (c) Temporarily suspend or adjust adoption assistance based
2000,No. 535 eff. 8-1-00; correction in (1) (a) made under s. 1328) (b) 7., f . . .
Stats. Register November 2002 No. 56$)r(re)ct(io)ns in1) (a), (b), ang(Z))(cg) )made oneither of the foIIowmg circumstances:

unders. 13.92 (4) (b) 7., StatRegister November 20080. 635 CR 10-148 am. 1. The adoptee is no longer receiving support fromathep
(1) (@), cr. (1) (a) 1., 2Register August 201 No. 668 eff. 9-1-1.. tive parents; or

DCF 50.06 Responsibilities under the program. 2. An adjustment is dééred by the department in a written
(1) ADOPTION ASSISTANCEAGREEMENT. There shall be a written T€Vision or amendment to the agreement, the adoptive parents

adoptionassistance agreement sigigthe adoptive parents andconcurwith the adjustment and the adjustment reflects changed
adivision representative which shall cover: circumstancesonsistent with sDCF 50.05 (1)and
(a) The amount of the adoption assistance; (d) Offer short-termservices to the adoptive family or adult
P . Lo adopteeaupon request of either party and refer the family to other
(b) The respons_lb_ll_lt_les of the adoptive pa-rents, communityresources for services if appropriate.
(c) The responsibilities of the department; History: Cr. Registey January1984, No. 337eff. 2-1-84; renum. from HSS
i i i i 5,RegisterJuly 1985, No355 eff. 8—1-85; correction in (3) (a) 2. a. made under
b (d) Clrcucrinséances ugd?r Whld};f?te adopthln assistan dce df‘?gi%_gs om) (b)?.,}{Stats.RegisterJuly 1985, No. 355am. (i))(i(nt)ro.), @, @), 3)
€ Increased, decreased, terminagdaemporarily suspenaed; (a) (intro.), 1. 2. intro. and 3Registey December1988, No. 396eff. 1-1-89; am.
and (2) (intro.) and (i), rand recr(3) (intro.) and (a),.1(3) (b), renum. (3) (c) to be (3)
(e) A stipulationthat the agreement shall remain in forc ?’&e%ﬁter S?B"f&';ger*g? 2’JN?' ggéoeirf\i 105_315_%28611630 gnlg'o(zl)lgji)' iy
- ! - -16-99am. egister July, , No. eff. 8-1-00; -101am.
regardlesof the state of residence of the family and the child. (2) (intro.), r and recr(3) (a) (intro.), r(3) (a) 1., renum. (3) (a) 2. a. to f. to be (3)

(b) 1. to 6. and (3) (a) 3. and b. to be (3) (c) 1. and 2., and (3) (b) to be (3pédjister
(2) POST-PLACEMENTRESPONSIBILITIESOF ADOPTIVE PARENTS.  November2002 No. 563ef. 12-1-02; cofrections in (3) (a) and (c) 2. made under

After the adoption assistan@greement has been signed ansl 13.92 (4) (b) 7., StatsRegister November 2008 No. 635

approvedby the department and the child has been placed in the

home,the adoptive parent shall notifiye division within 30 days =~ DCF 50.065 ~Appeal process. (1) BEFOREADOPTIONIS
(a) A change in the family’address: the actiontaken by the department on the application or if a pro

. L spectiveadoptive parent who has been approved for or is receiv
(b) A change in the adoptedegal guardian; ing adoption assistance is not satisfied with the conditionsrn
(c) If the adoptee enters military service; ing the awardthe applicant or prospective adoptive parent, prior
(d) If the adoptee marries; to the adoptiorbeing declared final by the court, may request a
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DCF 50.065 WISCONSINADMINISTRATIVE CODE 46

review of thedecision by the division administrator or designeef the adoption information exchange but are not obligated under
or may appeal the decision under 287, Stats.fo the department theserules to participate in the exchange.
of administratiors division of hearings and appeals, History: Cr. Register July 1985, No. 355eff. 8-1-85,CR 02-101am.Register

‘Note: A request for review of a decision should be addressed to the Admin,istra@é"’ember.zoo2 No. 563eff. 12-1-02; correction made underl8.92 (4) (b) 7.
Division of Safety and PermanenceQPBox 8916, Madison, WI 53708-8916. ats. Register November 2008 No. 635

(2) AFTER ADOPTION IS FINAL. An adoptive parent, after an DCF 50.08 Adoption information exchange respon -

adoptionhas been declared final by a court, may appeal any of @ifijities. (1) PuoToLIsTING. The exchangshall maintain an
following under ch227, Stats.fo the department of administra o4 oingcentral photolist registrwhich shall include the follow
tion’s division of hearings and appeals: ing services:

@ A departmer;_t de_cisi(f)n af(tjer the adoption becamd%gnal NOY@) The exchange shall photolist all special needs children.
to approve an application for adoption assistance und2€B.  gpe iaineeds children include:

50.030r a department decision before the adoption bediale 1. Children who have special needs due to medical. psvcho
relatingto the amount of adopticssistance underBCF 50.05 o pecia O » PSy
logical, developmental or behavioral conditions;

providedthat: A . L
1. The conditions of ©CF 50.03for eligibility for adoption 2. Chllrc]iren who ht?lye speciakeds due to s_pec:al CIrcium |
assistancexisted at the time the adoption became final; §tr?gr}ﬁg$uc as age, siblirgroup, sex, race or national or cuitura

2. One of the following extenuating circumstances occurre 3. Children who have not been placed for adoption within 30
a. Facts regarding the child, the childdiological family or daysafter being legally freed: or

the childs background thawvererelevant to the proposed adop . .

tion were known to the adoption worker who served ashiid’s de g'rthggfeoI?g dl())ort'n gh||I§£Z%¥QQn@/§ngﬁwerred to the
guardianand who representdatie department which placed the p . puve p . ' n.—

child for adoption, to another agency authorized to place children(P) Children may be considered to have special needs when
for adoption and which placed the child for adopt@rnto an they are placed in sustaining care or when they are at legal risk.
Americanindian tribal agency in this state that vgamrdian of the HOWever: _ )

child and that placed the child for adoption, ete not presented 1. The exchange maphotolist children who have been

to the adoptive parents by the adoption agenmcyy another Pplacedin sustaining care under48.428 Stats., only when the
source such as the child’physician or the agency that originallycourtinvolved gives written permission; and

placedthechild for foster care, before the adoption became final; 2. The exchange may photolist childreniedal risk either

b. Adoption assistance was denied based upon a means\é#t the written consent of theourt or by written consent of the

of the adoptive family; adoptionagency and the chilsi'parer)t or guardian. The photolist
c. The determination by the department that the child wi¥ormationshall include a description of the legal risk. N
ineligible for adoption assistance was erroneous; or (c) The exchange shall register prospective adoptive families

d. The adoptive parents were not advigsdthe adoption who have either referred themselves to the exchange or who have

agencyor by another source, such as a sosiadker or another Peenreferred to the exchange by an adoption agency
adoptiveparent, about the availability of adoption assistance and(d) The exchange may register jinotolist, as appropriate,
hadnot previously adopted with adoption assistance; and ~ Specialneeds children with out-of-state exchanged use the

3. It has been less than 3 years since the adoptive parents k?ﬁ%)urcesﬁ_ those exchanges, but only with written permission
or reasonably should have known of the circumstavideh is the 7O the childs guardian or the agency responsible for the child.
basisfor the hearing request under suBg.or Thehexchagrcl)ge ma{_ refomrﬁw_ﬁjnd the o$specific out—-of-state

(b) The failure of the department to comply with a conditioff*C"angesor a particuiar child. . -
of the adoption assistance agreement undBCs: 50.06 pro- (e) The exchange shall withdraw a cfslphotolistingwhen
vided that the request isitiated within one year after the failure € @doption agency notifiese exchange in writing that the child
began. hasbeen adopted, has reached age 18, has been emancipated by

Note: A request for a hearing should be addressed to the Division of Hearings farnageor has died.

Appeals,RO. Box 7875, Madison, W1 53707. (f) The exchange shall withdraw a prospective adoptive-fami

(c) A department decision on a request und&G¥ 50.044 ly’s registration when the familgr agency notifies the exchange
to amend an adoption assistance agreement regarding a chileh atriting that the family has adopted a child, that theyno lon
highrisk. A request for a hearing received more than 60 days fgkrinterested in adopting a special needs child or after one year
lowing the date of the departmentivritten decision shall be if the family or agency has not responded to inquiries from the
denied. exchange.

(d) A department decision onraquest under CF 50.045 (2) MATCHING SERVICE. The exchange shall attempt to match
to amend an adoption assistance agreement. A request for a hefaldrenlisted in the adoption photolisting under s(&).and pre
ing received mor¢han 60 days following the date of the deparispectiveadoptive families registered with the exchange by:
ments written decision shall be denied. (a) Giving self-referred prospective adoptive families infor

History: Cr. Register July 1994, No. 463eff. 8-1-94; emeg. am. (2) (intro.), mation aboutthe exchange, special needs adoption and home

cr. (2) (c) and (d), éf 11-16-99; am. (2) (intro.), (a) 2. (intro.),and recr(2) (a) ! X C) ; . .
(intro.) and cr (2) (c) and (d)Register July 2000, No. 535ef. 8-1-00; corrections  Study requirements; referring the family to adoption agencies

in (2) (a) (intro.), 1., and (b) to (dpade under s13.92 (4) (b) 7.Stats.Register ~ servingtheir geographic area, and following up on thmily’s
November2008 No. 635 referral:and

Subchapterlll — Adoption Information Exchange (b) Contacting adoption agencies to provide them with infor
mationon registered prospectiegloptive families that would be
DCF 50.07 Adoption information exchange. ~ Sections @pPPropriate for a photolisted child based on the chiideds and
DCF 50.07to 50.09establish an adoption informatiexchange Ccircumstances. o _
to be operated by the departmelirectly or through a contract ~ (3) ADOPTION PHOTOLISTING.  The adoption information
with an individual or a private agency¥hese sections apply to theexchangeshall develop and maintain a photolisting, which shall:
departmentadoption agencies, prospective adoptive parents and(a) Include information about and a photograph of gdwito
to an individual or private agency if under contract with thistedchild. The information included with the photolisting for a
departmento operate the adoption information exchange, exceghild shall concisely describe the child in a positive and uniform
thatIndian tribal child—placing agencies may draw upon servic@sanner;
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46-1 DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREN AND FAMILIES DCF 50.09

(b) Be made available to all adoption agencies in the statently photolisted. All of the following information about the
adoptiveparent groups, child advocagyoups, other interested child shall be included:

groupsand child-placing agencies in other states; (a) The childs name, birth date, sex, race and the birth parents’
(c) Be updated at least quarterly to revise, add to or delete frogligious preference;
thelisting of available special needs children; and (b) A recent black and white photograph of the child;

(d) Include a listing of out-of-state special needs children. If (c) A brief narrative description of the child;
the exchange_is operated by an individual or private agency under(d) The name, date of birth and sex of any of the ehiliilings
a contract with the departmenthere shall be written case-who are also available for adoption, and whether theybaieg
by-caseapproval by the department for each out-of-stpeeial placedindividually or as a sibling group;
needschild listed. ~__ (e) Abrief social historyincluding the childs placement his
(4) ProGRESSINQUIRIES. The exchange shall make inquiriesory, and the date when guardianship becomiesiafe;

of adoption agencies at least semi-annualyetermine the preg () An assessment of the chidturrent abilities angrojected
resstoward adoption of children photolisted with the exchanggnctionallevel as an adult:

(5) TELEPHONE INFORMATION SERVICE. The exchangeshall (9) The childs school placement level and an assessment of
maintaina central telephone number which peopleaahto get s or her special education needs;

information about the exchangand about adoption of special (h) Other information as needéal be compatible with out—

needschildren and shall publish and disseminate the telephogp_state exchanges for children to be listed also with those
numberof the exchange.

exchangesand

_(6) PusLic INFORmATION. The exchange shall develop and dis iy A"gescription of the nature of legal risk if adoption of the
tribute informationalpamphlets, brochures, displays and medig,ii4 is considered a legal risk.

OUtr.eaChnatenals tqorO\”de information regardmg the _serV|ces Note: Photolisting may also be used prior to termination of parental rights fer chil

availablefrom the exchange and to promote the adoption 6f Spgenat legal risk in need of a foster or adoptive home who have a plan for adoption.

cial needs children. (2) PHOTOLISTING UPDATES. The adoption agency shall pro
(7) StamisTICAL REPORTING. The exchange shall compile sta vide updated information to the exchange as follows:

tistics. If the exchange is operated by an individual or private (a) Within 10 working days after a change occurs, the agency

agencyunder a contract, a semi—annual statistical report shall $ieall report changes in the chigdstatus, including thehild’s

submittedto the department and shall include the followirfgr-  placemenfor adoption.

mation: (b) Within 10 working days after the first 12 monthat a child
(&) The number of children photolisted during tleporting hasbeen photolisted and after each subsequent 12—-month period,
periodand the total number of children currently listed; the adoption agency shall submipdating information which

(c) The number of children photolisted who were placed féfcludesa new written description and recent photograph of the
adoptionwithin the previous 6 months and the average numberaild.

daysthat a child was listed prior to adoptive placement; (c) Within 10 working days after a change occurs, the agency

(d) The number of adoption inquiries received for each chifhall give notice that a prospective adoptive family has either

photolisted during the reporting period; adopteda child or is no longer interested in adopting a special
needschild.

(e) A semi—annual financial report; and
(f) Any other information requested by the department for pro

grammanagement. DCF 50.08 (9) and the exceptions in sufd), do not applyan

(8) Recoros RETENTION. The exchange shall destroy allygencyshall re—photo list the child with thexchange within 30
recordsthat pertain to a particular child within one year after thgsysof a change that creates a need for an adoptive placement.
child’s photolisting is withdrawn or the child is adoptdthe

dsshall be d di fidential An agency that photolists a child with the exchange under this
recordsshall be destroyed in a confidential manner subsectiorshall includeand update all of the information speci
9 DISCONTINUANCEOFRECRUITMENTEFFORTS. The_ exchange fiedin s.DCF 50.09 (1) (ajo (i).

shall discontinue photolisting and any other recruitmefaref (1) Exceprions. Photolisting isot required if any of the fol

for a childfollowing receipt of a written notice from the adoptiongying apply:

agency. (a) The agency meets the requirements for reasonable place
History: Cr. Register July 1985, No. 3558-1-85; cr(8), Registey Septemb: p h

199|23,l\(l)cr)>./ 44J,reff.elg(l)s—figLZJ )émeg. am(.) 3) (c), éf]_‘l—_lc(;£9)9; efrgllf;(?(?)r (c?‘,«”)egiTs]teer,r ment eforts described in CF 50.03 (2)

July, 2000, No. 535eff. 8-1-00;CR 02-101 am. (1) (intro.), (a) (intro.) and 3., (b) (b) An exception to reasonable p|acememrﬁ as Speciﬁed

g'g;t;g}g“adné ég‘yﬁ 'f;)<;’g)a;}?d(‘;g),(Q(g)”f;;’e-gf;’ggr<k,)(;v(§)m(g’§{°2>0%f‘2dh&i‘,);55%_(7) & s.DCF 50.03 (3})s documenteih the childs case record by the
12-1-02. adoptionagency

) — (c) The permanency plan for the child includes documentation
DCF 50.09 Adoption agency responsibilities. ~ pythe adoption agency that it is not appropriate to seeklap
(1) ProToLIsTING. Photolisting of a child may occur at any timgijye placement.
beforetermination of parental rights. Except as provided in sub.History: Cr. Registey July, 1985, No. 355¢f. 8-1-85; emay. am. (1) (intro.),
(4), an agencyhall photolist a child with the exchange within 3@ff. 11-16-99; am. (1) (intro.)Register July 2000, No. 535efl. 8-1-00;CR
days of the date the child is legaltgedfor adoption or from the 042"é%lgg?;'r(,},{)sgtr;%g(%ggtﬁg'éﬁ%f(f“frz‘l)li‘gg.(gg(rzréé‘;‘i)orl{s"’}ﬂd(f)" fg)(gﬁg
dateof an adoptive placement disruption, if the child is not cu(b) made under £3.92 (4) (b) 7.Stats.Register November 2008 No. 635

(3) PHOTOLISTING AFTER DISCONTINUATION OF RECRUITMENT
FrORTS. If a child’s photolisting has been discontinued ursler

Published under s. 35.93, Stats. Updated on the first day of each month. Entire code is always current. The Register date on each page
is the date the chapter was last published. Report errors (608) 266—-3151. RegisterAugust 201 No. 668
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